Venous hum was first detected by Laennec (1819) over the neck. He thought that it arose in the arteries. Bouillaud (1835) gave the name Bruit de diable (noise of the devil) and he also imagined that the sound originated in the arteries of the neck. Ward (1837) appears to be the first to suggest that the noise originated in the veins of the neck. Hope (1849) (1942) have been reported by Hall (1922 Hall ( , 1937 , Lemierre and Garcin (1930) , Bates (1937) , Kenawy (1937 Kenawy ( , 1939 Infrequency of this physical sign has been stressed by Bloom (1950) (De, 1951; Banerjea, 1951; personal communications Fisr. 1. Fig. 1 . Fig. 2 . Fiff. 2.
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